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friends. I have a feeling that those with whom I used to
be most intimate would now consider me worldly and
flippant, and I have not even told them that I am here.
Others, on whose discretion I completely relied, I now have
reason to suspect of showing my letters to all and sundry.
If they think that I write to them with that intention they
cannot know very much of my character! It is surely-
natural under such circumstances that a correspondence
should either cease altogether or become formal and infre-
quent. Moreover, I now come here so seldom that in many
cases it seems hardly worth while to renew former friend-
ships, and many of those who wanted to call I have put oS
with excuses. . . . The truth is I now find that I have not
the slightest pleasure in the society of any but a few indis-
pensable friends. They must be people who really interest
me, with whom I can talk seriously on serious subjects, and
with whom I am brought into contact without effort on my
side in the natural course of everyday existence. I am
airaid this sounds very exacting ! But stay, there is Lady
Dainagon. She and I used to sleep very close together
every night at the Palace and talk for hours. I see her now
as she used to look during those conversations, and very
much wish that she were here. So I have a little human
feeling, after all!'

A little later in the same winter Murasaki sees the Gosechi
dancersx at the Palace, and wonders how they have reached
their present pitch of forwardness and self-possession:
' Seeing several officers of the Sixth Rank coming towards
them to take away their fans, the dancers threw the fans
across to them in a manner which was adroit enough, but
which somehow made it difficult to remember that they
were women at all. If I were suddenly called upon to
expose myself in that fashion I should completely lose my

1 See below, p. 125.